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EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §555.11, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and at www.fdsys.gov.

Subpart C—Administrative and
Miscellaneous Provisions

§555.21 Forms prescribed.

(a) The Director is authorized to pre-
scribe all forms required by this part.
All of the information called for in
each form shall be furnished as indi-
cated by the headings on the form and
the instructions on or pertaining to the
form. In addition, information called
for in each form shall be furnished as
required by this part.

(b) Requests for forms should be sub-
mitted to the ATF Distribution Center
(hittp://www.atf.gov) or made by calling
(202) 648-6420.

[T.D. ATF-92, 46 FR 46916, Sept. 23, 1981, as
amended by T.D. ATF-249, 52 FR 5961, Feb.
27, 1987, T.D. 372, 61 FR 20724, May 8, 1996;
T.D. ATF-11F, 73 FR 57242, Oct. 2, 2008; T.D.
ATF 2013R-9F, 79 FR 46693, Aug. 11, 2014]

§555.22 Alternate methods or proce-
dures; emergency variations from
requirements.

(a) Alternate methods or procedures.
The permittee or licensee, on specific
approval by the Director as provided by
this paragraph, may use an alternate
method or procedure in lieu of a meth-
od or procedure specifically prescribed
in this part. The Director may approve
an alternate method or procedure, sub-
ject to stated conditions, when he finds
that:

(1) Good cause is shown for the use of
the alternate method or procedure;

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure and that the alternate method
or procedure is substantially equiva-
lent to that specifically prescribed
method or procedure; and

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law and will not result in an in-
crease in cost to the Government or
hinder the effective administration of
this part.
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Where the permittee or licensee desires
to employ an alternate method or pro-
cedure, he shall submit a written appli-
cation to the Director, Industry Oper-
ations, for transmittal to the Director.
The application shall specifically de-
scribe the proposed alternate method
or procedure and shall set forth the
reasons for it. Alternate methods or
procedures may not be employed until
the application is approved by the Di-
rector. The permittee or licensee shall,
during the period of authorization of
an alternate method or procedure,
comply with the terms of the approved
application. Authorization of any al-
ternate method or procedure may be
withdrawn whenever, in the judgment
of the Director, the effective adminis-
tration of this part is hindered by the
continuation of the authorization. As
used in this paragraph, alternate meth-
ods or procedures include alternate
construction or equipment.

(b) Emergency variations from require-
ments. The Director may approve con-
struction, equipment, and methods of
operation other than as specified in
this part, where he finds that an emer-
gency exists and the proposed vari-
ations from the specified requirements
are necessary and the proposed vari-
ations:

(1) Will afford security and protec-
tion that are substantially equivalent
to those prescribed in this part;

(2) Will not hinder the effective ad-
ministration of this part; and

(3) Will not be contrary to any provi-
sions of law.

Variations from requirements granted
under this paragraph are conditioned
on compliance with the procedures,
conditions, and limitations set forth in
the approval of the application. Failure
to comply in good faith with the proce-
dures, conditions, and limitations shall
automatically terminate the authority
for the variations and the licensee or
permittee shall fully comply with the
prescribed requirements of regulations
from which the variations were author-
ized. Authority for any variation may
be withdrawn whenever, in the judg-
ment of the Director, the effective ad-
ministration of this part is hindered by
the continuation of the variation.
Where the licensee or permittee desires
to employ an emergency variation, he
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shall submit a written application to
the Director, Industry Operations for
transmittal to the Director. The appli-
cation shall describe the proposed vari-
ation and set forth the reasons for it.
Variations may not be employed until
the application is approved, except
when the emergency requires imme-
diate action to correct a situation that
is threatening to life or property. Cor-
rective action may then be taken con-
current with the filing of the applica-
tion and notification of the Director
via telephone.

(c) Retention of approved wvariations.
The licensee or permittee shall retain,
as part of his records available for ex-
amination by ATF officers, any appli-
cation approved by the Director under
this section.

[T.D. ATF-87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as
amended by T.D. ATF 2013R-9F, 79 FR 46693,
Aug. 11, 2014]

§555.23 List of explosive materials.

The Director shall compile a list of
explosive materials, which shall be
published and revised at least annually
in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The ‘‘List of
Explosive Materials” (ATF Publication
5400.8) is available at no cost upon re-
quest from the ATF Distribution Cen-
ter (See §555.21).

[T.D. ATF-290, 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989, as
amended by T.D. ATF-446, 66 FR 16602, Mar.
27, 2001; T.D. ATF-11F, 73 FR 57242, Oct. 2,
2008]

§555.24 Right of entry and examina-
tion.

(a) Any ATF officer may enter during
business hours the premises, including
places of storage, of any licensee or
holder of a user permit for the purpose
of inspecting or examining any records
or documents required to be kept under
this part, and any facilities in which
explosive materials are kept or stored.

(b) Any ATF officer may inspect the
places of storage for explosive mate-
rials of an applicant for a limited per-
mit or, in the case of a holder of a lim-
ited permit, at the time of renewal of
such permit.

(c) The provisions of paragraph (b) of
this section do not apply to an appli-
cant for the renewal of a limited per-
mit if an ATF officer has, within the
preceding 3 years, verified by inspec-

§555.26

tion that the applicant’s place of stor-
age for explosive materials meets the
requirements of subpart K of this part.

[ATF No. 1, 68 FR 13781, Mar. 20, 2003]

§555.25 Disclosure of information.

Upon receipt of written request from
any State or any political subdivision
of a State, the Director, Industry Oper-
ations may make available to the
State or political subdivision any in-
formation which the Director, Industry
Operations may obtain under the Act
with respect to the identification of
persons within the State or political
subdivision, who have purchased or re-
ceived explosive materials, together
with a description of the explosive ma-
terials.

[T.D. ATF-87, 46 FR 40384, Aug. 7, 1981, as
amended by T.D. ATF 2013R-9F, 79 FR 46693,
Aug. 11, 2014]

§555.26 Prohibited shipment, trans-
portation, receipt, possession, or
distribution of explosive materials.

(a) General. No person, other than a
licensee or permittee knowingly may
transport, ship, cause to be trans-
ported, or receive any explosive mate-
rials: Provided, That the provisions of
this paragraph (a) do not apply to the
lawful purchase by a nonlicensee or
nonpermittee of commercially manu-
factured black powder in quantities not
to exceed 50 pounds, if the black pow-
der is intended to be used solely for
sporting, recreational, or cultural pur-
poses in antique firearms as defined in
18 U.S.C. 921(a)(16), or in antique de-
vices as exempted from the term ‘‘de-
structive device’ in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(4).

(b) Holders of a limited permit. No per-
son who is a holder of a limited permit
may—

(1) Transport, ship, cause to be trans-
ported, or receive in interstate or for-
eign commerce any explosive mate-
rials;

(2) Receive explosive materials from
a licensee or permittee, whose premises
are located outside the State of resi-
dence of the limited permit holder; or

(3) Receive explosive materials on
more than 6 separate occasions, during
the period of the permit, from one or
more licensees or permittees whose
premises are located within the State
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